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Horde. Many rich elders went over to the side of the new khan appointed
by the tsarist government.                     - .1

Srym and his followers killed the khan, who was hated by the
people, and moving deeper into the steppes continued the struggle
against the tsarist forces. Pursued by Kazakh feudal lords and Kussian
detachments, Srym fled to Khiva, where he perished in 1802.

On the Upper Yaik the Kazakhs came into conflict with the Bash-
kirs. The tsarist government adroitly played off the Bashkirs, Kazakhs
and Kalmucks against each other in order to strengthen its own in-
fluence beyond the Volga. Tsarism regarded the Bashkirs as the most
dangerous of these peoples.
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THE NOBLESSE EMPIRE OF CATHERINE H
(1762-1796)

15. BEGINNING OF THE REIGN OF CATHERINE II

The Coup d'fitat of 1762. After Elizabeth's death her nephew
Peter Fyodorovich, the former Duke of Holstem, became the Rus-
sian emperor as Peter III (1761-1762).He proclaimed himself an adherent
of the king of Prussia and immediately suspended the operations of
the Russian army against Frederick II. Peter III surrounded himself
with generals and officers from Holstem and energetically set about
introducing the Prussian system into the Russian army, which justifi-
ably regarded itself as the victor over Frederick's army. After conclud-
ing peace with Frederick, Peter began to prepare for a war against
Denmark in the interests of the Holstein dynasty, interests which
were alien to the Russian state. The fact that he was emperor of
Russia did not prevent Peter from espousing the cause of Prussia and
Holstein,

Despite his contempt for the Russian nobles, Peter was obliged
to pass a law on "liberties for the nobility" (1762), a law which had
great importance for the landlords. It abolished the obligatory service
of nobles in the army and civil institutions. Many of the nobles
immediately retired and busied themselves with their estates.
However, even this important concession to the nobles only temporar-
ily checked the outburst against Peter's policy. A conspiracy was
formed among the officers of the guards in favour of his consort,
Catherine Alexeyevna, who had always been ambitious of becoming
empress of Russia.